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Thompson 
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From  left  to  right— Ed w.  Serivner,  R.  It.  Ilenson.  I).  It.  Archer,  Sr..  II.  V.  Hill.  fioo.  D.  Williams,  (j.  W.  Floro,  J.  li.  Jarrell. 
S.  T.  Casey.  J.  D.  Dodds.  Goo.  L.  On*.  C.  K.  White.  S.  J.  Weaver.  Clinton  Unit,  Wallace  Threlkel.l,  John  Ore  M  K  Marteonev. 
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AND  HOTELS 
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ink  lines;  a  new  150-room 
modern  hotel  and  sev¬ 
eral  first  class 
smaller 
hotels. 
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4.  Karle  Davidson,  Kxalted  Ruler, 
doe  Frank  Allen,  K.  IsIk.  Knifclil. 
Norton  (1.  Warren,  K.  Loy.  Kni^lit. 
4.  Clarence  Jarrell,  B.  Led.  Knight. 
Clms.  II.  K*llcr,  Treasurer. 


tfeorge  ti.  (■illiert,  haiitnre. 
Raymond  X.  Summers.  Tyler. 
Marion  II.  Rrntchlcr,  Seeretarv. 
Morris  Knimenwn,  Chaplain. 

4.  Harman  (lilhert.  Inner  tluard. 
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BUILDING  DIMENSIONS 


Blacksmith  Shop 
Galvaning  House 
Repair  Shop 
General  Office 
Paint  Shed 
Machine  Shop 


30’2-ft  x  450-ft  Power  House,  Wood  Car  Dept,  40-ft  %  98-ft 

30  ft  x  60-ft  Wood  Mill  and  Wood  Erect.  Shop  -  204-ftx  795- ft 
1 50 -ft  x  500-ft  Paint  Mixing,  Elect,  and  Sheet  Metal  -  7fl-ft  x  76-fr 
40-ft  x  60-ft  Pattern  and  Template  Shop  60-ft  jc  100-ft 

75-ft  x  450-ft  Power  House,  Steel  Car  Dept  120-ft  x  130-ft 

75-ft  x  1 75-ft  Paper  and  Insulation  Store  House  -  32-ft  x  100-ft 
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Store  Room  75-ft  x  150-ft 

Truck  Shop  •  88-ft  x  550-ft 

Dry  Kilns  85-ft  x  60-fC 

Lumber  Shed  150-ft  x  450-ft 

Steel  Construction  Shop- 1 50-f  tx  900 
Fire  Brick  Store  House  -  20-ftx  50-ft 
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MT.  VKKNON  PLANT  OF  INTERNATIONAL  SHOE  CO. 
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Alt.  Vernon’s  Plant 
is  one  of  the  11 
Plants  in  which 
o.OOO  Pairs  of 
W  o  m  e  n’s  Welt 
Shoes  are  pro¬ 
duced  daily. 
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U/SN  OF  PLANT  FROM  OOUTP 


Sold  under  Brand 
names  of  Fried¬ 
man  -Sh  e  1  by ,  IV  te  rs 
Shoe  Company 
and  Roberts,  John- 

1  ■  son  &  Rand. 

- - - - - 


THF  BUILDING  /IS  SFBN  F720M 
THB  NOTZTH 


rV/NT  y/FW  OF  PLANT,  SPOLV/NG  OFF/OF  FNTRpNCF 


MOLDING  JSOOTYr 
IJVTER.lOR.~~ 

%  JYTOI.no  JZB/lD'T 

To  Be  PoojTjjn 


PVRJYOlT  COlVBJJTJiT/aK 
TAJVK  n  Ei/i  T-BX.  SUVJD 
EAUJVJORJT  PTOVE 


rwvo/tr ; 

WBNACEr  i 
PIPE-  i 
Am  [ 
pmLBsvl 


...  ,'ZM  '  OTJ 

|  ■FpSjl 

l^uwA,  '  j  ,ji 

j 

[{«»  ;  f 

Ax  rJ&  :  ‘ 

P^s 

P  ^‘fjl 

HOSIERY 


TRADE  MARK 


j^jrcrJ&C  'zrofi&jy  cojylpl&zb 
J^jeQM  TMB  J&ZW&IBIC  M o  TUB 
rnsri?M&£>  O^JSMIyTTT 


_ 


Largest  Producers 
of  Bakery 
Products  in 
Southern 
Illinois. 
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A  Dainty  tween  Meat  Confection. 
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DAVIDSON'S 
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BREAD 


“Rich  as  Butter  •  Sweet  as  a  Nut 
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.jMcj  Views  in  the  model’ll  plant  of  Starr 
Bros.  Creamery  Co.,  manufactur¬ 
ers  of  Tee.  Ice  Cream,  Butter,  Coca 
Cola  and  all  flavors  of  soda  water. 
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Ml.  Vt'i-nmi  is  a  homo  city,  having  more  fine  homes  than 
many  towns  of  twiee  its  size.  Heventv-five  per  cent  of  its 
residents  own  their  homes. 
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Residential  values  in  Mt.  Vernon  arv  Hulmtantial.  Where  home*  have 
Keen  wild  they  (mve  invariably  eliatiued  Ininds  Ht  nn  inereased  valuation. 
There  never  hna  heeu  u  real  estate  boom  or  a  depression  in  values  in  the 
history  of  the  ritv. 
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Ml.  Vernon  has  expanded  from  the  center,  or  business 
district,  in  all  directions.  There  is  no  so-called  blighted 
district.  Fine  as  well  as  medium-priced  homes  are  to  be 
found  in  every  section  of  the  city. 
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In  the  throe-year  period  of  1922.  1923  unit  1924,  more  than  800  new 

homes  haw  limi  Imilt  in  Ml.  Yeriioii  ami  anhurba.  A  greater 
nuinlier  of  older  homes  have  heeii  altered  and  modernized  during 
this  period. 
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Weather  Forecast 
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MOUNT  VERNON.  ILLINOIS.  WEDNESDAY  EVENING.  NOVUM  Cl:!!  ill,  inn 
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C00L1DGE  ADVOCATES  TIBER  CONSERVATION 


Robbers  Get  Big  Haul  From  Dahlgren  Store?™® 


M0IOS1.500 


DAWN  Sid 
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The  Story  of  Nason 


the  World’s  Largest  Goal  Mine  j 


Southern  Illinois  has  long  been  known  for  the  high- 
grade  eoal  produced  there1,  hut  the  advent  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  County  into  eoal  production  is  a  very  recent 
chapter  in  the  mining  history  of  the  State. 

In  the  Spring  of  1922  the  first  ground  was  broken 
for  the  beginning  of  a  coal  mine,  at  a  site  situated 
about  eleven  miles  southwest  of  Mt.  Vernon,  in  what 
at  that  time  was  a  cornfield. 

Naturally,  there  was  much  thinking,  planning  and 
drilling  that  preceded  the  work  of  starting  to  sink 
a  shaft  that  would  reach  this  fine  vein  of  coal,  known 
to  he  more  than  700  feet  below  the  surface. 

After  engineers  had  definitely  established  records 


concerning  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  coal  un¬ 
derground  in  Jefferson  County,  then  came  another 
important  phase  of  engineering  work  in  preparing 
underground  plans  that  would  meet  every  modern 
requirement  for  the  mining  of  coal,  as  well  as  detail¬ 
ing'  a  super-plant  for  handling  the  work  above 
ground.  Mining  engineers  who  have  visited  this  new 
Jefferson  County  mine  at  Nason,  a  town  created  and 
built  since  the  mine  was  started,  have  boon  unani¬ 
mous  in  agreeing  that  both  the  underground  and 
above-ground  plans,  as  executed,  are  equal  and  in 
many  ways  superior  to  any  coal  mine  in  all  the  world. 

It  is  truly  an  event  in  the  life  of  a  county  when  an 


industry  of  such  proportions  as  the  Nason  mines 
makes  advent  into  its  industrial  life.  There  are 
many  interesting  problems  which  are  always  indi- 
tvcily  associated  with  such  a  development.  One  of 
these  problems  in  the  instance  of  the  Nason  mines, 
was  ihe  building  of  a  railroad  to  the  nearest  junc¬ 
tion  point,  and  a  second  problem  was  that  of  building 
a  town  for  the  large  number  of  people  who  would 
naturally  be  drawn  to  the  new  industry. 

In  t lie  instance  of  the  railroad,  where  it  will  be 
required  to  haul  hundreds  of  earloads  of  coal  per  day 
over  its  road-bed,  as  well  as  regular  and  frequent 
passenger  service,  it  was  necessary  to  anticipate  a 
long  period  of  operation,  and  therefore  build  a  rail¬ 
road  the  equivalent  of  any  main  line  track.  Rail¬ 
road  officials  who  have  seen  the  Jefferson  &  South¬ 
western  Railroad  connecting  the  town  of  Nason  with 
that  of  Mt.  Vernon,  have  declared  it  to  be  a  very  su- 
perior  accomplishment  in  railroad  building. 

When  it  came  to  laying  out  and  designing  a  town- 
site  to  accommodate  the  workers  and  the  tradesmen 
who  would  he  drawn  to  Nason,  it  is  doubtful  if  ever 
before  so  much  thought  and  care  was  given  to  scien¬ 
tific  consideration  of  the  requirements  of  a  modern 
town.  It  was  intended  this  should  he  different  from 
the  average  coal  mining  town  and  should  he  a  city 
beautiful,  where  men  and  women  could  live  and  raise 
i  heir  families  amidst  an  environment  conducive  to 
happiness,  health  and  enjoyment.  That  this  dream 
has  been  fulfilled  and  is  advancing  into  a  more  definite 
realitv  every  dav  is  conclusively  corroborated  by  the 
town  as  it  stands  in  its  development  today.  Every 
consideration  has  been  given  to  the  requirements  of 
modern  civilization  to  make  home  life  what  it  should 
be  in  spiritual,  social,  recreational  and  ail  the  other 
alt  ending  phases. 

The  mine  itself  is  an  achievement  so  distinctly  ad¬ 
vanced  that  it  has  attracted  the  attention  of  mining 
engineers  and  experts  from  far  and  near. 

So  that  the  reader  may  more  accurately  visualize 
this  project,  we  will  give  some  brief  description  of 
the  mine  itself,  showing  not  only  the  marvel  of  the 
accomplishment  from  the  standpoint  of  scientific 
mining,  hut  also  the  thoughtful  consideration  given 
in  providing  convenience,  safety  and  comfort  for  the 
workers. 


First  View  of  the  Mine — 

The  Power  House 

In  alighting  from  the  Jefferson  &  Southwestern 
Railroad  at  Nason  and  looking  to  the  West  toward 
Ihe  mine,  your  vision  first  encounters  the  great  steel 
and  concrete  smokestack  that  projects  in  cylindrical 
form  200  feet  toward  the  sky  from  the  Power  House. 

The  Power  House,  itself  housing  two  of  the  finest 
turbines  over  installed,  the  huge  boilers  and  the  large  j 
hoisting  engine,  is  evidence  of  the  permanence  of  this 
industry  in  Jefferson  County.  One  of  the  distinctive 
features  of  the  power  plant  is  the  plan  devised 
whereby  the  steam  is  used  four  times.  Every  known 
practice  of  economy  and  efficiency  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  here. 


Safety  First — Always 

The  old  oil  lamp  formerly  used  by  miners  under¬ 
ground  has  been  abandoned  at  Nason,  and  the  new 
Edison  electric  lamp  substituted.  Open  lights  of  all 
kinds  are  prohibited  underground  in  the  Nason 
mines.  This  step  has  been  taken  to  guard  the  lives 
of  the  men  who  work  below,  and  many  other  pre¬ 
cautionary  measures  for  their  safety  have  been  intro¬ 
duced.  making  this  one  of  the  safest  mines  in  exist¬ 
ence  today. 

■; 

The  New  Wash  House 


In  the  interest  of  convenience  and  comfort,  this 
mine  has  built  an  underground  passageway  from,  the 
first  landing  at  the  shaft  entrance  which  leads  to  the 
Wash  House,  making  it  possible  for  the  men  lo  leave 
their  work  in  the  mines  below,  and  without  exposure 
of  any  kind,  to  pass  directly  to  the  Wash  House.  The 
Wash  House  itself  is  the  acme  of  perfection  for  its 
purpose.  Instead  of  the  old  lockers  for  the  miners’ 
clothing,  swinging  baskets  are  here  used,  extending 
t  he  entire  length  of  the  Wash  House.  One  of  its rooms 
is  devoted  to  showers.  A  hot-air  heating  plant  main¬ 
tains  a  warm  temperature  in  cold  weather. 


Efficiency  In 
Separating  Coal 


The  “A"  tipple,  now  completed,  is  a  huge  struc¬ 
ture  of  steel  framework,  over  “  A”  shaft,  which  carries 
the  cage  loaded  with  coal  to  a  height  of  about  100 


feet,  where  the  coal  is  automatically  dumped  on  to 
'he  first  of  the  main  shaker  screens.  The  screens,  of 
course,  are  in  an  incline  position,  and  as  they  are 
mechanically  shaken,  the  coal  gently  rolls  downward, 
passing  over  screen  after  screen  until  the  proper 
sizes  find  the  right  screens  and  fall  through  on  to 
the  moving  conveyors  below.  Tn  this  way  the  coal 
is  carefully  selected  and  divided  as  to  sizes,  and 


sunk,  and  when  the  second  steel  tipple  is  completed 
and  both  shafts  are  in  complete  operation,  this  mine 
will  have  the  largest  production  capacity  of  any 
mine  in  the  world.  More  than  12.000  tons  of  coal  per 
day  may  then  be  mined  and  loaded  at  Nason. 

Superior  Quality 
Of  Nason  Coal 


when  it  drops  upon  the  conveyors,  it  is  carried  slow¬ 
ly  by,  what  are  known  as  the  picking  tables.  Ilere 
men  are  stationed  to  pick  out  all  impurities  and  the 
coal  passes  on  to  the  loading  boom  which  is  itself  an 
inclined  conveyor  carrying  the  black  diamonds  into 
the  railroad  cars  standing  on  the  tracks  below.  The 
loading  booms  raise  and  lower,  making  it  possible  for 
the  coal  to  be  delivered  to  the  cars  without  breakage. 
The  impurities  taken  from  the  coal  at  the  picking 
tables  are  thrown  into  a  chute  which  carries  them 
through  a  crusher,  where  the  majority  of  it  is  used 
for  fuel  in  the  mine’s  own  Boiler  Plant. 


There  is  no  finer  coal  mined  in  Southern  Illinois 
than  is  being  taken  From  the  ground  at  Nason,  ft 
carries  not  only  the  finest  qualities  for  domestic  use, 
but.  has  the  distinctive  feature  of  having  coking 
qualities.  The  fact  that  Nason  coal  has  been  success¬ 
fully  coked,  places  it  undoulb  d I y ,  in  a  class  by, itself. 
Combining  its  superior  quality  and  its  inexhaustible 
quantity,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  Nason,  as  a  coal 
producing  center,  will  become  one  of  the  best  known 
mines  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

In  Conclusion 


Underneath  the  Ground 

Over  700  feet  below  the  surface,  there  is  a  verita¬ 
ble  eitv  of  streets  which  will  constantly  be  extended 
in  accordance  with  well  devised  blue  print  plans  in 
the  process  of  removing  the  coal  from  the  earth.  In 
mining  the  coal,  undercutting  machines  arc  used  and 
electric  motors  pull  the  trains  loaded  with  coal  hack 
to  the  shaft,  where  they  are  placed  upon  the  cage. 
Handling  the  loaded  and  empty  ears  below  is  by  no 
means  a  simple  problem,  and  to  be  effected  most  effi¬ 
ciently  required  careful  planning,  which  was  done 
even  before  the  shaft  was  started.  Another  feature 
underground  is  the  excellent  system  for  supplying 
fresh  air  throughout  the  mine. 

Largest  Mine 
In  the  World 

This  is  a  twin  shaft  mine.  Both  shafts  have  been 


This  is  necessarily  but  a  brief  description  of  Nason 
and  Jefferson  County  's  newest  and  undoubtedly  most 
outstanding  industry.  The  demand  for  Nason  coal 
has  from  the  very  beginning  of  production  at  this 
mine,  been  far  in  excess  of  the  available*  supply. 
This  has  been  due  to  the  fact  that  the*  coal,  where  it 
has  been  sold  for  domestic  purposes,  has  created  tre¬ 
mendous  favor  and  its  popularity  lias  rapidly  spread. 
Nothing  but  quality  and  merit  could  accomplish  this 
result..  Steam  users  are  awakening  to  the  unusual 
possibilities  of  Nason  coal,  and  its  demand  every¬ 
where  for  steam  purposes  is  growing. 

Jefferson  County,  through  its  superior  quality  of 
coal,  has  therefore,  quickly  jumped  into  prominence, 
and  the  names  Jefferson  County  coal  and  Nason  coal, 
which  arc  synonymous,  have  become  bywords  lor  the 
highest  standard  of  coal  mined  in  Illinois  or  in  this 
section  of  the  country. 


Type  of  houses  being  erected  in 
Nason  by  employes. 


High  type  of  construction  of  tire 
Jefferson  &  Southwestern  It.  R. 


Type  of  passenger  coach  on 
Jefferson  &  Southwestern  It.  R 


Facts  About  Mt.  Vernon  and  Jefferson  County 


% 


Mt.  Vernon  is  the  county  seat  of  Jefferson  County. 


The  population  of  the  city  is  15,000;  of  the  county,  36,000. 

It  is  situated  almost  east  from  St.  Louis,  75  miles,  being  two  and  one-half  to  three  hours  therefrom 
by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  and  the  Southern  Railroad,  and  also  by  State  Highway  No.  15. 

It  is  275  miles  south  of  Chicago,  a  ten-hour  ride  on  the  direct  line  of  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois 
Railroad. 


Evansville,  Ind.,  is  87  miles  to  the  southeast,  via  the  Louis’dlle  &  Nashville  Railroad. 

Besides  the  three  trunk  lines  mentioned,  the  Wabash,  Chester  &  Western  Railroad,  which  runs 
from  Chester,  Ill.,  on  the  Mississippi  River,  to  Mt.  Vernon,  through  the  big  producing  section  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  coal  fields,  crosses  eight  important  railroads,  and  serves  Mt.  Vernon  in  a  southwesterly 
direction. 

The  Jefferson  Southwestern  Railroad  runs  from  Mt.  Vernon  southwesterly,  ten  miles  to  Nason, 
where  is  located  the  largest  and  most  modernly  equipped  coal  mine  in  the  world,  and  a  town  of  1,000 
inhabitants,  which  was  but  a  prairie  farm  land  a  year  ago. 

The  main  line  of  the  Burlington  Route  traverses  the  western  edge  of  the  county  from  north  to 
south,  8  miles  west  of  Mt.  Vernon,  passing  through  the  towns  of  Woodlawn  and  Waltonville. 

The  Illinois  Central  Railroad  is  now  building  a  main  line  through  the  eastern  edge  of  the  county 
6  miles  east  of  Mt.  Vernon,  passing-  through  the  towns  of  Bluford  and  Belle  Rive. 

Mt.  Vernon  has  a  high  and  healthful  location,  being  on  the  plateau  ground  between  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  Ohio  Rivers.  Its  altitude  is  500  feet. 

Mt.  Vernon  has  state  paved  concrete  roads  leading  east,  west,  north  and  south,  and  will  have  south¬ 
eastern  and  southwestern  hard  roads  under  the  new  state  bond  issue.  Freight  trucks  and  passenger  busses 
leave  and  arrive  in  Mt.  Vernon  over  these  hard  roads  daily. 

Mt.  Vernon  has  twenty  or  more  manufacturing  and  wholesale  concerns,  furnishing  employment 
to  approximately  5,000  people,  and  paying  $5,000,000  in  wages  annually. 

It  has  abundant  water  supply  for  a  city  twice  its  size,  and  sufficient  electric  power  and  gas  for  any 
number  of  factories. 

It  has  East  St.  Louis  freight  rates,  and  direct  connection  with  the  Federal  barge  freight  lines  at 
Cairo  by  both  rail  and  hard  road. 

Mt.  Vernon  is  conceded  by  all  to  be  the  best  residence  city  in  Southern  Illinois,  and  becai^e  of  this 
fact,  together  with  its  central  location,  numerous  railroads  and  hard  roads,  it  is  the  residence  town  of  280 
traveling  salesmen. 


With  its  new  and  modern  150-room  hotel,  and  several  smaller  hotels,  it  now  has  the  best  hotel 
accommodations  in  Southern  Illinois. 


It  has  twenty-five  church  organizations,  six  grade  schools  and  a  fine  Township  High  School.  All 
the  fraternal,  social  and  business  oiganizations  are  represented  by  strong  memberships— Rotary  Club, 
Lions  Club,  Country  Club,  Elks,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Masonic  Organizations,  Modern  Woodmen,  Odd 
Fellows,  United  Commercial  Travelers,  Women’s  Club,  and  others.  Every  business  firm  in  the  city  is 
a  member  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mt.  Vernon  has  had  np  business  failure  in  many  years,  and  never  knew  a  financial  panic. 

It  has  three  strong  banks,  and  has  never  had  a  bank  failure  or  failed  to  pay  every  dollar  in  cash  for  every  demand  made. 
There  are  fifteen  banks  in  the  county. 

The  annual  fall  fair  of  Jefferson  County  is  the  best  in  all  Southern  Illinois  and  has  the  largest  attendance. 

No  other  city  of  the  size  of  Mt.  Vernon  can  boast  of  as  well-paid  and  contented  labor.  So  full  and  satisfactory  is  the 
employment,  and  so  sane  and  industrious  the  labor,  that  strikes  and  lockouts  are  unknown. 

Seventy-six  per  cent  of  the  families  in  Mt.  Vernon  are  home  owners. 

Mt.  Vernon  was  in  dry  territory  for  twenty  years  before  the  passage  of  the  Federal  prohibition  law. 

Mt.  Vernon  is  the  central  shipping  point  for  the  big  buying  and  shipping  firms  in  the  poultry,  egg  and  cream  industries, 
and  at  other  points  in  Jefferson  County  fruits  are  shipped  in  train  loads. 

Jefferson  County  is  one  of  the  four  counties  which  produces  Red  Top  Seed  for  the  world. 

Has  splendid  Farm  Bureau  Organization. 

Is  one  of  the  leading  counties  in  the  state  for  fruit,  poultry  and  live  stock. 

First  prize  herd  at  Illinois  State  Fair  was  from  Jefferson  County. 

Has  5,000  acres  in  commercial  orchard;  3,250  acres  in  peaches  and  1,750  acres  in  apples. 

Will  have  over  60  miles  of  state  paved  hard  roads  when  present  schedule  is  completed 
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